AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MABTI^ VAST BUEE2ST.
Mr. Ewing,1 of Ohio, a most indefatigable agitator, possessed of highly respectable talents, and capable of almost any extent of physical indurance, was made chairman of the Committee on Post Offices. The overhauling of this department had, from the beginning, been regarded by Mr. Clay as a rich mine. He had been brought up with Major Barry, who had unhappily been placed at its head, and knew him to be an honest man, of kind and generous disposition; but illy qualified to resist the importunity of that class, which is always to be found besieging the Treasury, and many of whom, at the time of which we write, clung to the skirts of such men as Col. Richard M. Johnson and the Postmaster General. It was equally well understood that the gallant Colonel, though among the bravest of the brave and patriotic and honest, was also, to a great extent, subject to the infirmity which disqualified Major Barry for such a post as he filled, and was not more to be relied upon to check the cupidity of his friends. These were, most of them, Kentucky people, whom Mr. Clay knew as the saying is, "like a book." It was to the short comings of that department, therefore, more than any other, that he looked for essential aid, in the ° work he had undertaken, and his friend Ewing pursued the Postmaster General with a vengeance. Certainly no department of the Government had ever before been subject to so severe an ordeal, and it is equally certain that the administration was more damaged by the operations of that branch of the Government than by that of all the others. Many faults had doubtless been committed, not a1 few petty larcenies had escaped the notice of its chief, and its general administration had been far less thrifty and methodical than it ought to have been, but I believe I do not greatly err when I say that Major Barry left it without any serious impeachment of his character as an honest and honorable man, in the estimation even of his political enemies, and he had no other.
Mr. Poindexter, one of the Senators from Mississippi, a man who was never so nmch in his element as when surrounded by public ex-eitment aroused to its highest point, and who possessed a talent for raising it not excelled by any of his contemporaries, was placed at the head of the Committee bn public lands. Endowed with abilities,e (-he public interest in the* subject and to u>e it head and bloody bones" with which to keep alive alarms a
